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ABOUT THE BOOK 
 
The common Western understanding of Buddhism today envisions this major world religion as 
one of compassion and tolerance. But as Roger-Pol Droit reveals, this view bears little 
resemblance to one broadly held in the nineteenth-century European philosophical imagination 
that saw Buddhism as a religion of annihilation calling for the destruction of the self. 
 
Originally published in France in 1997, this book traces the history of the Western discovery of 
Buddhism. Droit shows that such major philosophers as Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Hegel, 
Cousin, and Renan imagined Buddhism as a religion that was, as Nietzsche put it, a "negation of 
the world." In fact, says Droit, such portrayals were more a reflection of what was happening in 
Europe at the time--when the collapse of traditional European hierarchies and values, the specter 
of atheism, and the rise of racism and social revolts were shaking European societies--than an 
accurate description of Buddhist thought. Droit also reflects on how this history continues to 
echo in contemporary Western understandings of Buddhism. The book includes a comprehensive 
bibliography of books on Buddhism published in the West between 1638 and 1890. 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 
Roger-Pol Droit is a researcher in philosophy at the Centre National pour la Recherche 
Scientifique in Paris and a columnist for Le Monde. His most recent book is 101 Expériences de 
philosophie quotidienne. 
 
Ro. 288pp. (HB). 2009. ISBN 978-81-215-1205-3. Rs 750 or US$ 18.75 

 
Shipping 

 
Within India      

• Registered Post (3–7 days) Rs 50 
• Courier (1–2 days) Rs 100 

 
 
 
Payment 
 

Rest of the World 
• Surface Air Lifted  

[USA, UK, Germany, and Singapore 
only] (10–15 days) US$ 15 

• Air Mail (7–10 days) US$ 20 
• FedEx (1–3 days) US$ 45 

 

Within India 
• Demand Draft favouring Munshiram 

Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd, payable 
at New Delhi 

• Direct Deposit to our Citibank account 
number 0419751227 

• Money Order 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rest of the World 
• Credit Card: Visa, MasterCard, or 

American Express 
• PayPal: orders@mrmlonline.com 
• Banker’s Cheque favouring 

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. 
Ltd. 

• Wire Transfer:  
Citibank Account No. 0419751227,  
Swift Code: CITIINBX,  
IBAN: GB82CITI18500808548900,  
Branch Address: Jeevan Bharati 
Building, 124 Connaught Circus, New 
Delhi-110001, INDIA 


